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New DemoForum Season
by Andy Bromeland

DemoForum will kick off the new DemoForum season on
Wednesday, September 16, with guest speaker Steve Novick. He
will tell us about tax measures enacted in the 2009 legislature to
ensure that vital public services continue through the economic
downturn. Conservative and business interests are providing
generous funds to launch a referendum that would undo these
tax measures.

Currently, Novick is working for Our
Oregon, a progressive organization. He'll
play a leading role in getting the vote to
retain these important tax measures.

Novick is known for his great sense of
humor, his intelligence, and his fierce
advocacy of progressive causes. Previously, Novick worked with
progressive organizations to design campaign strategies that led
to the defeat of right-wing ballot measures. In 2009, Novick made
a name for himself by running a strong campaign in the
Democratic primary for the US Senate seat taken by Jeff Merkley.

DemoForum meets at noon on the third Wednesday of each
month at Kwan’s Cuisine, 835 Commercial Street SE, Salem. The
cost is $11 per person, which covers the luncheon only. The
luncheon includes a buffet, tea, and gratuity. Reservations are
required. Reserve your place by emailing
mariondemoforum@yahoo.com or telephoning the Marion
Democrats’ message line at 503-363-8392. On request, Kwan’s
will provide separate meals to our guests with special dietary
needs.

Oregon Women Lead Welcomes Kate Brown
by Cindy Kimball

Oregon Women Lead, a coalition of eight pro-choice women from
Marion County, will start off their women’s political training on
Wednesday, September 16™ at Mission Mill in Salem. Oregon
Women Lead invites non-partisan, pro-choice women to explore
politics and policies that support women.

Oregon Women Lead extends an invitation to women interested
in running for elected office, and to women who want to help
other women get elected, but who don’t want to run themselves.

Interested women will have an opportunity to sign up for future
training programs that prepare women at a very basic level to run
for political office or to assist other women in their campaigns.

The Oregon Women Lead start up will highlight women who are
currently elected or who have run previously for elected office.
The evening event is from 5:30 pm to 8:30 pm. Secretary of State
Kate Brown will be the keynote speaker beginning at 7:00 pm.
Hearty appetizers, desserts and beverages will be provided. A $5
donation is requested to cover the costs.

Please RSVP so we can arrange for the caterer.
For information or to RSVP: 503-399-9099 or 503-588-8713

Marion County Dems Kick off Fall Meeting Series
By Andy Bromeland

The Marion County Democratic Central
Committee begins its fall series of meetings
in September with Labor Commissioner -
Brad Avakian, who will speak about issues in | (
the last legislative session.

Avakian was first appointed as Labor
Commissioner in 2008. In the fall of 2008, He ran and was elected
to serve a full term that runs from 2009 through 2012.

Avakian practiced as a civil rights attorney and served in the
legislature before assuming the office of Labor Commissioner. His
legislative service began in 2002 when he was elected to the
Oregon House of Representatives in District 34 on Portland’s
west side. In 2006, he was elected to the Oregon State Senate to
represent District 17, which includes the northeast portion of
Washington County and the northwest portion of Multnomah
County. He served in the state Senate until 2008 when he was
appointed to his current position. In the legislature, he was noted
for his work on behalf of working families and the environment.

At the October 19 meeting, we will continue our fall series with
Tina Calos who will present an analysis of data from past
elections AND also explain how MCDCC can use the information
to plot a winning course for the elections in 2010.

MCDCC meets at 7 PM on the third Monday of each month at the
Marion Democrats Headquarters, 250 Liberty Street SE, Salem.




Newsletter To Emphasize Local Issues
by Roger Pike

“We need to focus on local events and issues”, is most often
expressed at meetings of the Marion Democrats Communication
Committee. Working toward that goal the committee is moving
to enlist the larger Democratic community to support two major
projects.

First, and most immediately important, is the creation of a pool
of writers/reporters willing to act as “stringers”. Stringers are
free-lance reporters willing to follow up on stories in their area.
We're looking for folks to attend local meetings and events and
write about them. These stories would be told as news, focusing
on facts, as opposed to “op-eds” which center on opinion. News
stories are especially powerful when the writer can include a few
digital pictures. Copy editor Trudy Margules will edit the stories
to make the writer look his or her best.

The Communications Committee is too small a group to cover
the many events that Democrats should know about. A source of
news writing outside the committee is vital to making our
newsletter a force in our community and an aide to our success
in electing our candidates.

We are also working on a plan to establish a “Critical Response
Unit”. The “CRU” is our secondary project, and would be
composed of a group of Democratic activists who would be “on
call” to write “letters to the editor” and letters to elected officials
regarding issues considered to be critically important to
Democrats. The Communications Committee has considered the
broad outline of what this program would look like and how it
would function, but it is still in an early planning stage.

Of course, the committee continues in its effort to make sure the
County Democratic website is current and looks good.
Webmaster Michael Miles has done a masterful job of learning
the ropes and maintaining contact with state web experts to
keep our site operating and up to date.

The most frequent contributors to the Communications
Committee are Roger Pike, Tina Calos, Trudy Margules, Michael
Miles, and Steven McCarthy.

Be part of this group so we can continue to expand our projects
to have the best and most informative newsletter and website.
It's more fun to be a stringer and get the news for our
publications or to be a writer working to influence public opinion
and legislative decisions, than to sit by and just let events move
you instead of you moving events.

Get Connected
by Tina Calos

Would you like to raise your political voice, but don’t know where
to start? Find other people who think like you and join together.
The Membership Committee is organizing potlucks to help good
Democrats connect.

These potlucks are a chance to meet other enthusiastic
Democrats, find new friends that share your values, and talk
politics. This is the perfect opportunity for someone new to
Marion County or new to activism to get connected.

The first potluck is on Saturday, September 26. (This is a change
from September 19" to accommodate the State Party meeting in
Salem on the 19th.)

Here is how it works. Democrats can sign up to be guests or
hosts. The organizers will group people trying to match
participants with some people they do not know. The hosts will
contact the people in their group to organize the potluck at their
home. The size of the group will be between 6 and 10 depending
on how many the host can comfortably accommodate.

Don’t miss this! Sign up at the regular Marion County Democrats’
monthly meeting or selected events sponsored by the local
Democrats or call Tina at 503-551-8733.

School Supply Drive and ADOPT-A-HIGHWAY
by Rick Hartwig

The Marion County Democrats in partnership with the
Willamette Valley Stonewall Democrats are hosting a school
supply drive from August 12" - September 8" to benefit Salem-
Keizer Head Start.

Salem-Keizer Head Start Program is a comprehensive child
development program serving children from ages three to five. It
is child focused, and the overall goal is to increase the social
competence of young children in low-income/high risk families.

Everything is welcome from pencils to backpacks. You can drop
off your donation at the Marion County Democrats Office, 250
Liberty Street SE

OREGOy, We have tentatively scheduled a pick-up c;n I-5
for the morning of Saturday, September 26"". We

oz will meet at headquarters, 250 Liberty St. S.E., at

<
7(068 - & 8:30 AM. and go to the site, milepost 262. After

we finish, at about noon, we will go back to
headquarters for pizza and pop. Do your part to make some of
Oregon a better place in which to live!

Please RSVP with Rick at 503-364-0526



Capitol Pride
by Ben Allen

Celebrating its thirty-first year, Salem’s GLBT (Gay, Lesbian,
Bisexual and Transsexual) Pride event is the oldest in Oregon.
Salem’s Capitol Pride took place Saturday August 22™ at Cascade
Gateway Park, and lasted from 11 am to 4 pm. The theme this
year was Stonewall 40-Back to Basics.

It honors the Stonewall Riots of forty years ago that launched the
gay rights movement in the USA and around the world. The
Stonewall riots were a series of spontaneous, violent
demonstrations against a police raid that took place in the early
morning hours of June 28, 1969, at the Stonewall Inn, in the
Greenwich Village neighborhood of New York City. They are
frequently cited as the first instance in American history when
people in the homosexual community fought back against a
government-sponsored system that persecuted sexual minorities.
For more information about the Stonewall Riots Vvisit:
wikipedia.org/wiki/Stonewall_riots.

This year, the Marion County
Dems was one of the
sponsors. Thanks and kudos
to Claudia Kyle for being a
great coordinator. Thanks
also to John and Carolyn
Estelle, Crystal Murray, Kim
Engstrom, Sam Sappington
from Benton County, and
Victoria Stalnaker for helping
us staff the information and literature table. We sold
merchandise, collected over 30 signatures for H.A.V.E, (Have A
Voice Everyone, the Marion County Home Rule Charter Initiative)
as well as registering two new Democrats. We felt this year’s
Capital pride was a very good representation of the GLBT
community in Salem and Keizer.

Salem Progressive Film Series Begins Season With A

“Jolting and Powerful” Fi
By Cindy Kimball

Salem’s Progressive Film Series (SPFS) opens
its 2009-2010 season with The Exonerated,
an award-winning film. It presents the true
stories of six exonerated survivors of death
row. Every bit of dialogue in the film is true
E E and documented, but it’s only a glimpse into
the ||ves of 135 people, who were released from death row since
1976 — after they were proved innocent. An all-star cast,
including Danny Glover, Susan Sarandon, Brian Dennehy, is
featured in the film, which is described as ‘jolting”, “powerful”
and “stories you will never forget” by critics and viewers alike.

As is the custom with SPSF, following the film guest speakers will
discussion it. This month’s guest speakers include Curtis McCarty
who was exonerated in 2007 after serving 21 years — 19 years,
of which, were spent on death row. He was imprisoned in 1982
for a murder he didn’t commit. His freedom was granted after
DNA evidence was presented and prosecutorial misconduct by
the State’s chief forensic analyst was proven. The great number
of cases, like Curtis McCarty’s, are causing people throughout the
United States to question the ability of the criminal justice
system to adequately and fairly administer a death penalty.

Ron Steiner, a community organizer with Oregonians for
Alternatives to the Death Penalty (OADP) will join Mr. McCarty.
Mr. Steiner was an active member of the New Mexico Coalition
to Repeal the Death Penalty. This group was instrumental in the
March 2009 repeal of the death penalty in New Mexico. He is
also a member of the national board of directors of Murder
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The September film presentation and discussion will be on Sept.
10th, 7 PM at The Grand Theater, 191 High St. NE, downtown
Salem. Salem Progressive Films are shown on the second
Thursday of every month.

For more information on the SPFS, visit:

www.salemprogressivefilms.net or call (503) 588-8713 or (503)
779-5288. For more information on OADP, go to www.oadp.org
or call (503) 375-9218

Salem Hosts Quarterly State Party Meetings
by Rick Hartwig

The Democratic Party of Oregon will be holding it’s quarterly
meetings in Salem, September 19th and 20th. Saturday meetings
will be held at our headquarters for county chairs and vice-chairs.
We will be hosting a social Saturday night at the Dye House at
Mission Mill. This event is open to all Democrats. Cost is $15.
Make reservations at dpo.org.

Sunday’s events will be held at Leslie Middle School, 3850 Pringle
Rd. S.E. The schedule is:

9:00 - 10:30 Caucus Meetings
10:30-12:00 Committee Meetings
1:00 - 4:00 State Central Committee Meeting

This is a unique opportunity for you to observe the Democratic
Party of Oregon in action.


http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Stonewall_Inn

OPINION EDITORIALS

NOTE: The opinions expressed in the following editorials drese of
the author and are nonecessariljthose of the Marion County
Democrats

From The Chair
by John Maluski

| am pleased that so many people come to Marion Democrats
meetings every month. Andy Bromeland does an excellent job of
programming, but | think that maybe there is another reason for
attraction to our meetings. At the August meeting it dawned on
me why people show up.

One woman said that she was exhausted and out of sorts all day
after the Kurt Schrader Town Hall meeting at the Salem Senior
Center. The “birthers”, “death panelers”, “anti-immigrationists”,
“Limbaughites”, and many more, were out in force shouting and

protesting.

“It was exhausting to be there and not react to those types with
some sort of verbal and physical response. A few glares and
shushes was all | gave them. | was glad when the one hour
meeting was over. The fellow | was traveling with wondered why
it didn't go on for two hours. One hour of that scene was more
than enough for me. | admire Congressman Schrader, State
Senator Peter Courtney, and State Rep Brian Clem for the
courage it took to stand in front of that group and continue to be
civil and even smile.”

My epiphany as to why people attend our regular monthly
meetings? Well, we all have a good time surrounded by like-
minded folks with good conversation and dynamic discussions.
We debate, even argue, about many issues, but we are civil and
we even eat and drink together on potluck nights. No one shouts.
Everyone seems quite logical (unlike the unruly mob at the Town
Hall meeting).

When we come together we receive a good dose of politics and
humor and fun and discussion. We energize ourselves and
support each other. | am so grateful for that. | need our meeting -
especially after an experience like the Town Hall Meeting.

Contradictions In The Health Care Debate
by Roger Pike

Having suggested that this newsletter focus on local issues | will
now break the rule. But, sometimes, the debate most important
to Marion County is taking place nationally. And so it is with
health care.

After hearing reports of the hooliganism at the Schrader town
hall | have to ask Republicans “where do you stand?” | can’t tell.
Their arguments contradict each other outrageously, constantly,
and most hypocritically.

Republicans insist, for example that 8 in 10 Americans are
covered by private insurance, and that between 60 and 70
percent want to keep things as they are. Then, they turn around
and say that private insurance would be destroyed by a public
option because nearly 120 million Americans would switch if the
public option were available. So, which is it? Are Americans so
thrilled with private insurance they howl when you talk about a
public option, or is a public option so attractive to consumers
that it will kill the private plans?

They claim that private industry is much more efficient and cost
effective than is the public sector and then complain that a public
insurance option would be so much more attractive to
consumers (read cheaper) that the private sector couldn’t
compete. Then, they turn around and tell you that in Europe
public health care is so bad that people are buying private plans
(though they provide no statistical evidence of this at all). So,
which is it?

They insist medical decisions should be made by a patient and a
doctor; not a nameless faceless government bureaucrat. Then,
they ignore the devastating impact of another kind of nameless
faceless bureaucrat who delays or denies appropriate medical
care to millions and whose decisions, according to health care
researchers, kill thousands of people a year. Who are these
nameless faceless bureaucrats?

They are the bureaucrats who work in the insurance industry.
They are “claims” bureaucrats who tell patients that they aren’t
covered or that their treatment is “experimental” and won’t be
paid. Or, they’re nameless faceless “underwriters” who say
patients can’t have insurance at all because they are diabetic, or
overweight, have a previous medical condition, or many other
things. And, here’s the really funny thing..not one of the
proposed bills will put a PUBLIC bureaucrat ANYWHERE in the
decision making process. But, we know that the private
bureaucrats are everywhere. And, we know that their motive is
profit, it’s all about profit.

| love debating Republicans. | just wish they’d have the integrity
and moral courage to stick to an argument once they’ve made it.
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When Money Talks
by Trudy Margules

The Statesman Journal (9/14/09) article headed Lobbist
challenges limit on gifts to lawmakers is an example of why
legislators voted into office by the people to represent the
people’s interests, often, don’t.

Fred VanNatta, the lobbyist, argued that gifts from lobbyists to
public officials should not be limited because they amount to free
speech, and that gifts “insure lawmakers will listen to the
lobbyists”. So, according to VanNatta, a gift is a bribe!

The other issue VanNatta brought up is gifts as “free speech”.
Speech is words. Ask any dictionary. Allowing any “expression,”
whether flag burning or nude dancing, to be called “free speech”
is legal fiction.

Money as “free speech” came about when courts acknowledged
another legal fiction, that “corporations are persons,” therefore
they have the first amendment right of “free speech”. Because
corporations don‘t have mouths, they can use money to express
that right! As a result, corporations have taken over our
government with huge gifts and contributions.

Because you and | are natural persons, and don’t have the
wherewithal to match lobbyists’ gifts and contributions, the
controversy over health insurance rages on while the vast
majority of people want single payer, or at least, a public option
for their health insurance.

Are the Town Halls Exercises in Democracy?
Or Are They the Perfect Forum for RepublicaBullies?
by Tina Calos

Congressman Schrader conducted a Town Hall in Salem in mid-
August. Many active Democrats, including me, attended. But it
was not a “town hall” in the traditional, democratic sense - a
forum for a civil exchange of ideas on a public issue.

Waiting in line to get in, we got hints of what was to come. A
friend stood near of a couple of people who tried to convince her
that Obama’s citizenship was in question. She asked them why
the McCain campaign had not pressed the issue if there was
some question. But they would have none of her logic. They
believed what they believed.

| stood behind two very, very old and, by the looks of their
clothing and their language, financially struggling and poorly
educated Republicans. They came to express their opposition to
“socialist” healthcare. Never mind that without Medicare neither
of them could afford their own healthcare.

The Republican rabble --- “birthers”, “deathers”, gun nuts and the
misinformed --- lead by sophisticated operatives turned what
might have been a civil discussion into a Republican propaganda
coup. Whenever the Congressman tried to dispel a Republican
myth on healthcare reform, he was shouted down or worse:
called a liar. One person asked Congressman Schrader whether
undocumented aliens would be covered by healthcare reform.
This was Schrader’s chance to dispel a big lie spread by the
opponents. Schrader gave a clear, unambiguous “No” and cited
the corresponding section of the House bill. No sooner had the
word “no” left Schrader’s lips than the Republican operatives
began shouting “LIAR” and the rabble followed. Congressman
Schrader’s point was lost in the uproar.

If Congressman Schrader responded to a question with wonk talk,
an obscure policy point, or abstract language, the Republican
leaders let him talk. Every time Congressman Schrader countered
a key Republican lie with a strong point, in clear, direct English,
the Republican operatives made sure the noise in the hall
rendered his point moot. The rabble never failed to faithfully
follow their leaders.

Clearly, the operatives had instructions to allow no references to
the Bush administration. Once, when the national debt was
mentioned, Congressman Schrader tried to bring up the Bush
record. As soon as the word Bush left his mouth, he was loudly
shouted down. Schrader’s point was never heard.

The same was true for members of the public. If a healthcare
reform supporter made a garbled comment, the supporter was
allowed to talk. If an articulate supporter was selected to speak,
that person was shouted down as soon as the operatives could
tell an effective point might be made. Calm, fact-based or logical
points were overwhelmed by the emotion brought on by shouts.

The general impression for a low information voter in the crowd
was that lots of people are upset about healthcare reform and |
better be concerned too. The emotion displayed by the
opposition trumped any calm talk, facts or reason on the other
side. | was not surprised when | heard that one of the people at
the “town hall” went to the elections office the same day and
switched her voter registration from Democrat to Republican
based on what she experienced at the “Town Hall”.

This “Town Hall” was no exercise in democracy. It was a
demonstration of totalitarianism by those with no tolerance for
other points of view. Although supporters of healthcare reform
at least equaled opponents in number, the supporters respect for
the process resulted in their not being heard.



The radical right hijacked Congressman Schrader’ media
opportunity. Those determined to bring down Obama
overwhelmed any message that Congressman Schrader’s hoped
to deliver. The media coverage that evening focused on the
anger displayed by the Republican rabble.  Congressman
Schrader’s message was absent.

The Salem “Town Hall” seemed to go as many others reported by
the national media. | am reminded of a popular definition of
insanity: continuing to do the same thing and expecting a
different result. Why are Democrats continuing with the “Town
Halls” when they are consistently hijacked by Republicans

Help Improve Marion County
by Aileen Kaye

If you would like to volunteer for H.A.V.E. (Have A Voice Everyone)
to collect signatures for a County Home Rule Charter, please call
Aileen Kaye at 503-743-4567
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Web: www.mariondemocrats.org
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MARION COUNTY DEMOCRATS CALENDAR

SEPTEMBER 2009

September-1- Tuesday- 7 PM-Legislative Meeting, Marion Dems Headquarters

September-3- Thursday-7 PM-Membership Meeting, Marion Dems Headquarters

September-10-Thursday-7 PM-Salem Progressive Film Series& ¢ KS 9 E 206/abdNbedtes R ¢ T

September-16- Wednesday-Noon- Demo Forum with Steve Novick, Kwan’s Restaurant

September-21- Monday-7 PM- Monthly Meeting, Marion Dems Headquarters

September-22-Tuesday-7 PM-Candidate Support Committee, Marion Dems Headquarters

September-26-Saturday- First of a series Membership-Committee-sponsored Potlucks, times to be arranged by each host.
September- 26- Saturday-8:30 AM- Adopt-A Highway, Marion Dems Headquarters/milepost 262

OCDBER 2009

October-1- Thursday-7 PM-Membership Meeting, Marion Dems Headquarters
October-6- Tuesday- 7 PM-Legislative Meeting, Marion Dems Headquarters
October-19- Monday-7 PM- Monthly Meeting, Marion Dems Headquarters



