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SALEM HOSTS QUARTERLY STATE CENTRAL
COMMITTEE MEETING
by Staff

Oregon Democratic Party leadership overwhelmingly endorses
“single payer” health insurance reform. That according to local
party members who attended the recently concluded State
Committee quarterly meeting held September 19" and 20" in
Salem. The Marion County Democratic Central Committee
hosted the event where delegates unanimously approved a
resolution that called for, at least, a public option and asked for
strong consideration of the “single payer” idea.

Saturday, Marion County
Democrats hosted the state
party’s Rural Caucus as well
as the county chair/vice chair
meeting at the MCDCC
headquarters in downtown
Salem. That evening, the
~> county hosted a dinner, with

'L e live music, at the Mission Mill
Dye House. Marion County Vice-Chair Rick Hartwig worked
tirelessly to ensure the entire event went smoothly. He brought
in Rick Peterson of the Broadway Café to cater the event and
arranged for Tim Duffy and the Grand Jazz Band to provide the
beat. They’re a “wonderful combo,” said Hartwig. Also attending
the dinner were State Senator Peter Courtney and Representative
Brian Clem. Courtney, who recently underwent hip surgery,
offered a good-natured ribbing of Democratic Party Oregon Chair,
Meredith Wood Smith; chastising her for forcing him from the
comfort of his Barcalounger. Courtney went on discuss the
budget challenges faced by the 2009 legislature, which, he says,
likely will continue into 2010, particularly if the two major
revenue measures passed in the last term are defeated by voters
in referendum.

Gubernatorial Candidate and former Secretary of State Bill
Bradbury and Oregon House Speaker Dave Hunt attended Sunday
sessions at Leslie Middle School. Hunt spoke of the challenges
and achievements of the 2009 session. Also on Sunday, DPO
Chair Smith presented the “Super Volunteers” awards. Polk
County Chair Alan Holland and Marion County’s own Wayne
Baum will be the first to have their names engraved on a plaque
to be hung in the DPO headquarters.

There was a tense moment during a joint 4" and 5™
Congressional District  Committee lunch when Linn County
delegate Mathew Hasek choked on his sandwich and was unable
to breathe. Wayne Baum (Marion), Lurelle Robbins (Multnomah),
and Lucinda Hites-Clabauh (Washington), went to his assistance
administering the Heimlich maneuver and rendering C.P.R. By the
time paramedics arrived Hasek had regained consciousness.

Still, according to Hartwig, the highlight of the event was passage
of the Health Insurance resolution, which reads: “A single payer
system shall be given full and fair consideration in all
congressional discussions of health care reform,” and “A
comprehensive strong national public Insurance option must be
included in any health care reform...”

Marion County State Delegates attending the meeting were John
Maluski, Hartwig, John Estelle, Tina Calos, and alternate Judy
Sugnet.

Progressive Film Series
by Cindy Kimball

October Film: Crossroads on the Columbia

This documentary chronicles a community’s response to private
energy investment companies’ proposals to build controversial
Liquid Natural Gas (LNG) terminals on the lower Columbia River
near the historic town of Astoria, Oregon. The passion and
power of grass roots activism set against the back drop of the
beauty, heritage and history of the Columbia Pacific Region make
this a compelling story of America at the crossroads of fossil fuel
dependence, renewable energy and decisions over who controls
our air, water and economy.

Energy speculators from New York, Texas and California have
descended on Oregon with plans for three massive Liquefied




Natural Gas (LNG) port and storage terminals. Even one of these
plants would import twice as much gas as Oregon currently uses.
If all three were approved it would increase Oregon’s gas imports
by more than 500% and significantly expand U.S. dependence on
foreign fossil fuels. The primary goal of the projects is to send
gas to California, which has itself denied every LNG terminal that
has been proposed to date because of LNG’s public safety and
environmental impacts. The plan of the proposed LNG projects is
to use Oregon as a backdoor for sending LNG-derived gas to
California.

The LNG projects and legislation that would fast-track permitting
for them will be a major issue for the 2010 session. You can take
action and work to keep these new foreign fossil fuels out of the
Pacific Northwest while moving towards a homegrown, green
energy future. Come hear the speakers discuss Oregon’s future.

Guest Speakers include:
¢ Bill Bradbury, Oregon’s Global Warming Advisory Commission
and former Secretary of State
¢ Dan Serres, Conservation Director of Columbia Riverkeepers
¢Olivia Schmidt, Citizens Against the Pipelines

For more information: 503-588-8713 or 503-779-5288
http://www.salemprogressivefilms.net/index.html

Attorney General John Kroger at October

DemoForum
by Andy Bromeland

Oregon Attorney General John Kroger is our featured speaker at
the next DemoForum on Wednesday, October 28", Kroger was
elected Attorney General in November 2008. As he approaches
the end of his first year of service, Kroger will review his
accomplishments up to now and the challenges still ahead.

Before coming to Oregon, Kroger worked as a federal criminal
prosecutor with cases against mafia killers, drug kingpins, and,
most evil of all, Enron executives. On coming to Oregon, Kroger
taught criminal law and legal philosophy at Lewis & Clark Law
School in Portland.

DemoForum will welcome Kate Brown, Oregon Secretary of State
on Wednesday, December 9" Brown was elected Secretary of
State in November 2008 and is the first in line to succeed to the
governor's office if the governor should be unable to perform the
duties of the office.

DemoForum will meet Wednesday, October 28th, at Kwan’s
Cuisine, 835 Commercial Street SE, Salem. The cost, $11 per
person, includes the buffet luncheon, tea, and gratuity.
Reservations are required. Email mariondemoforum@yahoo.com
or phone the Marion Democrats’ message line at 503-363-8392.

On request, Kwan’s will provide separate meals to our
DemoForum guests with special dietary needs.

Although DemoForum usually meets at noon on the third
Wednesday of every month, this year we have two exceptions,
October 28”’, the fourth Wednesday, and December 9" the
second Wednesday.

Salem Women Activists Form New Group
by Adrienne Pauly

A new group for women political activists called Oregon Women
Lead (OWL) was launched in Salem on Wednesday, September
16, to attract, encourage, and elect women to public office. Co-
founder Britta Franz said, “Oregon used to lead the nation with
the numbers of women holding office. Today almost 80 percent
of public officials in Oregon are men and we lag behind the
national average. We hope to reverse that trend.”

The group's membership has practically exploded since it began.
It is not affiliated with any political party. Franz said that it
started when she had lunch with Cindy Kimball and one or two
other friends where they tossed around the idea. In April Franz
hosted a meeting at her house that attracted 22 women. They
launched the group with an event at the Mission Mill which drew
75 women on September 16™. Featured speakers at the event
were role models Susan Castillo, Oregon Superintendent of
Public Education, and Kate Brown, Secretary of State. After their
speeches, six women came forth to say that they plan to run for
public office now or in the future. One of them was Sheryl Dash
who has declared for councilwoman in Salem’s Ward 6. A past
president of the local NAACP, Dash said, "My passion is young
people. | want to see what this community can do to create
positive outlets for young people."

Oregon Women Lead now plans a series of training seminars that
will help candidates run for office effectively. Open positions for
elective office in 2010 will be identified. At these seminars
attendees will learn techniques, tools, and jargon used in
campaigns. Potential candidates will learn how to translate their
own life experiences into political action. They and their
supporters will learn what they need to know to work on
campaigns, and how to build a campaign. For dates and times of
these seminars visit the group's website:
www.oregonwomenlead.com, or call Laura Taylor: 503-223-
4510, Ext.14


http://www.salemprogressivefilms.net/index.html
mailto:mariondemoforum@yahoo.com

Communication Committee Seeks Support
by Staff

‘We need you!” That’s the call from county Democratic leaders
who are looking for help from members willing to take up their
pen and camera to report the news. The Marion County
Democratic Communications Committee is looking for “stringers”
who will volunteer to go to meetings and other events, and file
stories that tell newsletter readers about what happened.

“We’re not looking for opinion articles here,” said Roger Pike,
Communications Committee Chair. “The stringers act as
reporters; they tell us who did what, where, why, when and
how.” And, he says that committee editors will spruce up the
information, and put it into the newsletter. “We serve Marion
County Democrats well if we keep them up to date about what'’s
happens in our community; particularly, when the events have
important political implications,” said Pike, who worked as a
news reporter for more than a decade.

The Communications Committee aims to recruit ten or more
stringers this month. The goal is to assign stories based on
stringers’ availability and comfort level. Some might do a story
every two or three months. Others might want to do a story
every month. “It all depends on what they want to do,” said Pike.

In his announcement of need for stringers, Pike emphasized that
news writing experience is not required. “We’ll give whatever
help is needed in the writing department,” said Pike, “but it will
make this newsletter special if we can find folks who'll give us the
time and energy to attend news-worthy events and report to us
what took place.” Anyone interested in becoming a stringer
should contact Roger at rogerpikel@gmail.com.

School Supply Drive
by Michael Miles

The Marion County Democrats in partnership with the
Willamette Valley Stonewall Democrats hosted a school supply
drive from August 12" - September 8" to benefit Salem-Keizer
Head Start.

Salem-Keizer Head Start Program is a comprehensive child
development program serving children from age’s three to five. It
is child focused, and the overall goal is to increase the social
competence of young children in low-income/high risk families.

We are happy to report we raised over 125 items! Thank you to
all who donated.

Polk County Democrats Fundraiser
by Lisanne Pearcy

Polk County Democrats invites you to a special benefit
performance at the Pentacle Theatre in West Salem to support
Democratic candidates in 2010 and the Polk County Democratic
Party.

The Play: "Stop Kiss* When Callie, a New York traffic reporter,
promises to take on a cat owned by Sara, some friend of a friend
of someone” who recently arrived from St. Louis to teach third
grade, an astonishing chain of events is set into motion. This
story pays homage to life's abrupt and unexpected
transformations... to romance, and to the search for personal
identity. Sometimes tender, sometimes horrifying, this drama
demonstrates the power of love to withstand the demons of hate
and prejudice. The drama, by Diana Son, is the winner of the
Berilla Kerr Playwriting Award and the Gay and Lesbian Alliance
Against Defamation Media Award. This play is recommended for
mature audiences.

The performance is Tuesday, October 20™. Curtain time is 7:30
pm and you are also invited to join us for pie and other light
refreshments in the lobby, 6:30-7:30 pm. Tickets are $20 per
person. The Pentacle Theater is at 324 52nd Ave. NW, Salem

For more info and to reserve vyour tickets Vvisit
www.actblue.com/page/polkdemspentacle,

or contact www.polkdems.org, Lisanne at lisanne5@yahoo.com,
503-838-2500 or Gloria at 503-371-3920

Thank you for supporting the Polk County Democratic Party!

Do you like to have lunch with candidates?
by Andy Bromeland

Every month you can have lunch with a candidate for public
office and ask questions — when you come to DemoForum. Or,
if you can’t come, you can watch DemoForum on television to
find out what the candidate is about. So, DemoForum is a
valuable asset for aware and thoughtful Democrats. But, all
valuable assets have to be maintained, so they are not entirely
free. And like other valuable assets, DemoForum also is not
entirely free. To inform the community about candidates, the
DemoForums are shown on TV (Channel 21) several times a
week. That costs $300 a year, a very good price; $400 for one
year of videographer and guest speaker lunches, also a very
good price, and S50 for office supplies for a year. Where else
could you get TV exposure at so excellent a price?

To raise funds to continue DemoForum, a voluntary “boosters
fund” was set up with the Marion Democrats. A fundraising goal


mailto:lisanne5@yahoo.com

of $1500 was established and so far local Democrats contributed
$500 toward that goal. The yearly contribution levels to the fund
are $100, $50, $25, and $15.

This year’s DemoForum “wish list” of sound and video items
includes: $400 wireless microphones & longer speaker cords;
$175 for a PowerPoint projector screen; $300 for a non-profit
annual contribution for video production to put DemoForum on
YouTube.

These are relatively small contributions for such an important
and valuable asset. (You can bet that loyal Republicans
contribute a lot more to their party to support their programs.)
Wouldn’t you want to be an angel for DemoForum and make
sure that it continues in the best way it can

OPINION EDITORIALS

NOTE:The opinions expressed in the following editorials are those of

the author and are notnecessarilythose of the Marion County
Democrats

Marion County Dems Need Your Support
by Michael Miles

Several months ago my partner and | fell on hard times. We
received a 72 hours notice to pay or vacate our apartment. We
called our families and friends, we counted pennies and we
turned in pop cans. With no hope in sight and the clock ticking
away | turned to my last hope, the great friends | had made in the
Executive Committee of the Marion County Democrats. In less
than 24 hours we had enough money to pay rent and offers for
more money. The kindness, generosity and care of this small
group of individuals astonished me. Now it’s time for me to
return the favor.

I am writing this article to ask for help once again, not just for
me, but for every one of you reading this newsletter; for
everyone who appreciates all the work the committees of the
Marion County Democrats do; for all of you who enjoy their
monthly DemoForum; for all of you who enjoy the monthly
meeting/social; for everyone who takes pride in seeing our
Adopt-A-Highway sign on I-5 when driving to Portland; for all who
enjoy the website; and for all of you who enjoy the headquarters.

Now we are in the midst of a huge tax referendum fight. In just
months away, we will be in hard fights for the governor’s race
and for holding our majorities in the house and senate. There is a
very real threat that the Marion County Democratic
Headquarters will not be around for the important fights we are
facing next year, without support from people like you.

So | urge each and every one of you to donate, even just five
bucks a month, so we can keep the doors of the Marion County
Democratic Headquarters open and continue our fight to keep
great people like Peter Courtney, Brian Clem, Betty Komp and
Kurt Schrader representing the interests of Marion County.

No Trust In Neighbors Around Health Care Debate
by Roger Pike

The Congressman who shouted “liar” at President Obama’s
address to a joint session of Congress stirred rage in me. Such
blatant disrespect was obviously way out-of-line during an
important state occasion. It was only later that | realized Joe
Wilson’s rudeness was about far more than national politics. It
was born of the chasm that divides us at every level, in
Washington D.C., and in Salem.



Wilson’s shout came in response to the President’s insistence
that public health care would not pay for illegal aliens. There’s a
clear statement in the bill prohibiting such payments. But,
Republicans insist there’s no enforcement on the ban on illegals.
They’re mad that Democrats turned back amendments that
would have added a whole new level of expensive and intrusive
bureaucrats to strengthen enforcement. Democrats claimed
existing enforcement is enough. Non-partisan “truth verifiers”
confirmed, absolutely, that Democrats are right.

And that’s what got me to thinking. I've witnessed Salem area
residents behave arrogantly and obnoxiously at tea-bag parties
and at town halls. Many of these people are local folks who
scream out that the attempt to reform health care is socialism;
that tax increases on the wealthy, enacted by the Oregon
legislature, are tyrannical attempts to crush the middle class.
They believe all of this is part of a larger agenda of the “left” to
destroy democracy.

| find it hard to imagine why my conservative neighbors think I'd
be part of the “destruction of democracy.” But they do. | don’t
trust them either. | think the sources of their information, and
the people they rely on to shape their opinion, have a larger
agenda of avarice. | believe these conservative leaders are
motivated by money. They will do, and say, anything for love of
money. | believe they have established a very efficient
propaganda machine and funded it well.

That’s why Oregonians dependent on Medicare go to town halls
and scream their protests about “government run” health care
programs. That’s why middle class Oregonians will carry signs at
tea-bagger parties denouncing the taxes on the wealthy that will
fund the programs that give the middle class a chance at a better
life. That’s why they will carry pictures of President Obama with
a Hitler moustache. That’s why they will, insanely, insist he’s
foreign born. They do it because they put blind faith in the
propaganda that tells them we are liars. They do it because they
think | am a liar. They will follow the conservative powers in
Washington who prey upon local people’s ignorance and fear to
advance an agenda that will doom millions to poverty, servitude,
illness and death.

| know what they are doing, and why. | also know that we have
to overcome it.

Words Really Do Count
by Trudy Margules

It's a shame that Democrats don’t pay attention to how they use
words. But, the Republicans do. The current consequence of
using the wrong words may be losing the health care issue for the
Democrats. How? By using the words health care and health

insurance interchangeably. These phrases do not mean the same
thing. It has given opponents an enormous opportunity to distort
Democratic attempts to reform health insurance to favor people
instead of insurance corporations.

For the low information voters who are inclined to believe what
they hear from right wing talk shows, the phrase health care
conjures up pictures of a medical bureaucracy made up of

inept government doctors, nurses, and other medical providers
over which they have no control and for whom they have to wait
interminably to get care. We have heard people shouting out at
town hall meetings that they want “government to keep its hands
off my Medicare”, not realizing that Medicare is a government
insurance program that they treasure. These people’s vociferous
shouts, rude signs, and rage are doing the work for the insurance
corporations that don’t want to lose their obscene profits by
competing with a public form of health insurance.

They also rail against increased taxes for public health insurance
without realizing that the tax increases would cost them far less
than the huge payments that they pay or are paid for them to
insurance corporations. What if we could find another word for
tax such as Assessment that doesn’t bear the freight of the word
taxes?

No Plans, No Agenda, No Ideas For The Party Of No
by John Maluski

The Marion County Democratic Party hosted the State Central
Committee this past weekend. We heard speeches from the
President of the Senate, our own Peter Courtney, the House
Majority Leader, Dave Hunt, and Representative Brian Clem,
another of our own here in Marion County. These guys are good.
They synthesize the issues quite well and they call us to action to
help solve our problems.

It is unfortunate that the “loyal opposition” has no interest in
solving the problems of our statewide community. It appears
their main goal is to distract and impede.

A recent article about the modern conservatives pointed out that
they are not concerned with good governance. They seem to be
interested only in their own careers. William F. Buckley and
recently deceased, Irving Kristol were of the old school
conservatism. | actually would agree with them at times! But,
according to Sam Tenanhaus, author of The Death of
Conservatism, the new right wing has hijacked their earlier
conservative movement. The opportunity to sit at the table and
hammer out solutions is no longer available to the Dems. Just
review their lack of support on state and national health care
insurance or environmental legislation.



So, the extremists have taken over the Republican Party. | think
that should signal our leaders, both in Salem and in Washington
D.C.,, don’t even to try to work with them. They are not
interested. Our leaders should be like FDR and LBJ and push
through the legislation without them and people will respond by
supporting our party and our candidates in the next election.
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MARION COUNTY DEMOCRATS

October2009

October-1- Thursday-7 PM-Membership Meeting, Marion Dems Headquarters
October-6- Tuesday- 7 PM-Legislative Meeting, Marion Dems Headquarters
October-19- Monday-7 PM- Monthly Meeting, Marion Dems Headquarters
October-28- Wednesday-Noon-DemoForum, Kwan’s Restaurant

November 2009

November-3- Tuesday- 7 PM-Legislative Meeting, Marion Dems Headquarters
November-5- Thursday-7 PM-Membership Meeting, Marion Dems Headquarters
November-16- Monday-7 PM- Monthly Meeting, Marion Dems Headquarters

December 2009

December-1- Tuesday- 7 PM-Legislative Meeting, Marion Dems Headquarters
December-3- Thursday-7 PM-Membership Meeting, Marion Dems Headquarters
December-9-Wedneday-Noon-DemoForum, Kwan’s Restaurant

December-21- Monday-7 PM- Monthly Meeting, Marion Dems Headquarters

CALENDAR



