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Special Election Slated for November Central

Committee Meeting
by Roger Pike

A change in leadership will top the agenda at the next meeting of
the Marion County Democratic Central Committee. Current
Chair, John Maluski, announced he is stepping down, effective at
the election of his
motive for his decision.

Maluski will be replaced at the November 16th Central
Committee meeting to be held at the Marion Dems headquarters
at 250 Liberty in Salem. Nominations will be accepted at that
time and a vote will follow. Every precinct committee person will
be eligible to cast a ball
unclear, at this time, what procedure will be followed should the
election leave another vacancy in party leadership. The
consensus is, should such a vacancy occur, it would be filled at
another special election at the December Central Committee
meeting.

When looking back on his time as Marion Dems Chair, Maluski
said that he was happy with his management style. It was his
goal, he said, to allow committees to be autonomous and to
make sure they were free of heavy-handed oversight. Committee
Chairs appear to have
Maluski also said he would like to have done more to establish
“stable and sustained fundi
an important goal for the

Maluski will not be leaving the Marion County Central
Committee. He plans to remain active and will lead the Central
Co mmi tMinerigy’'Ostreach Committee.
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Oregon Democratic Summit
by Pat Williams

| was at the Friday and Saturday sessions of the 2009 Oregon
Summit, in Sunriver, Oregon. The atmosphere was very much
party and policy. The hall between the Great Hall and the
Homestead buildings (where all the official Summit activities
were held) was packed with various booths for candidates, issues,
buttons, Bus Project, etc.

The Welcome Reception on Friday evening featured Meredith
Woods, Chair of DPO, the Oregon Tribal Leadership, and others.
Drumming prayers and words were offered by the Warm Springs
(consolidated) Tribes (Sunriver sits on former Warm Springs
land). After the welcoming remarks, there were breakout parties
for Bradbury, Kitzhaber, and many others -- | didn't attend any of
the late night parties, which Michael said, meant that | missed
the real Summit. Probably so!

E¥Her ¢ i medl| “waeassamalexteasouds
Democratic contingent: breakfast on Saturday with Peter DeFazio
and David Wu, lunch with Earl Blumenauer and Kurt Schrader,
and then the Keynote Dinner -- more remarks by Meredith Wood
Smith, then rousing speeches from Ron Wyden and Jeff Merkley.
The Sunday morning breakfast, which | missed, was our local
Oregon legislative leadership -- followed by a gubernatorial
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Oregon Democrats were in attendance, as well, and people had
ample opportunities to bend their ears.

Jefferson Smith presented an award in honor of their father to
the three sons of a Democratic family who started the first public
matching-funds tax-for m checkof f (1 "
checkoff ended in a sunset
would be on its way to totally publicly funded elections by the
original sunset. These three sons, with the help of Jefferson
Smith and others, helped re-start a new Oregon public funding of
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next tax forms.

for the Central Commi ttee.

f ut u rTlefe were three time slots of workshops and people could

choose among 4-5 workshops in each slot. The workshop topics
included health care, the budget; education, the current ballot
measures, tax measures, the initiative process. There were party-
building workshops on grassroots networks, technological tools,
and "preparing for the
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Oregon in relation to the green economy, the business
community and progressive politics, and workforce recovery. |
attended "Saving the Planet" on environmental issues and one on
health care insurance.

The workshops were presented as panels by an impressive mix
of Oregonians -- our legislators, activists, lobbyists, and
volunteers. These presentations were followed by a question and
comment period. The environmental workshops noted the
legislative successes -- the 2009 session passed over 30 pro-
environmental bills! -- and the disappointing failures. In 2009, for
the first time in a decade or more, good bills had a chance.

All members of the environmental panel mentioned that letters-
to-the-editor, calling your legislator, knocking on doors, and
testifying, are hugely important. Members of the health care
panel also noted, "More important than getting your legislators

elected, is getting your parents, friends, and neighborson-b o ar d”

There was more information presented in both sessions than |
was able to process. | wish everyone had the opportunity to
attend these workshops, and | am quite sure the other
workshops delivered the same quality as these. You can be very
proud of the Democrats that are working for Oregon. And, you
would have been proud of every state and national legislator.
What an opportunity to be able to hear directly from them! This
is a plug for the next Summit, and to also do what they suggested
-- get out there, and talk!

Prospects for Democrats in Marion and Polk
Counties Better than Ever

by Staff
The message from Tina Cal os’
Democrat s’ October meeting was

of election results, voter registration shifts and voting patterns in
Marion and Polk County shows that Democrats made substantial
gains in voter registration, turnout and final results in 2008.

To maintain our momentum we need to continue to focus on
registering new voters. Between 2006 and 2008 Democrats
increased their share of the electorate in Marion County. For the
first time in 20 vyears, there are more Democrats than
Republicans in the County. In Polk County voter registration
efforts moved Polk County from a safe Republican area to a swing
area. Continued efforts with particular emphasis on young
people should maintain and further our gains.

Not only did we register new voters in 2008 but also, we turned
them out to vote. The massive turnout efforts need to continue.
“1f you <can do only one

“turnout ” s a“i dhisavhere you willddveats .

biggest i mpact on results.
Other areas where the data indicates that Democrats need to
focus is getting Democrats to vote their whole ballot, solidifying
support among Democrats and unaffiliated voters, and exposing

the voting records of so-called Republican moderates.

Special Election January 26
Vote Yes To Preserve Funding For Education,

Healthcare & Public Safety
by Staff with information and text provided by Defend Oregon

Defend Oregon is the political action
committee organized to fight for retention of
two critical tax measures that are subject of a
referral vote on the January 2010 ballot.
These measures were passed by the 2008
legislature and are under attack by right wing organizations that

brought other damaging measur

Oregon

We are in the middle of a recession, demand for public services is
high, and tax revenues are down. In order to preserve and create
Oregon jobs, prevent cuts to essential services, and keep the
burden off middle class families, the Oregon Legislature passed
two tax increases on corporations and the richest Oregonians.

Rightwi ng activists are forcing
action to modestly increase taxes on corporations and the rich.
This January’'s speci al el ecti
state’s vital services includ
safety.

Because over 90 percent of th

health care, and public safety, this crisis could have a major
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corporations doing business in Oregon pay just $10 a year in
i ncome taxes. lt’s time for a

The State Legislature formulated a simple plan to preserve vital
services that may be lost unless they have some level of funding.

The Plan:

--Increase the $10 corporate minimum income tax for the first time

since 1931. The new minimum will start at $150.

--Increase the marginal tax rate on corporate profits above

$250,000 by 1.3 percent (above $10 million in 2013).

--Increase the marginal tax rate on personal income above $250,000

for couples by 1.8 percent.
Taxes will NOT be increased for 97.5 percentadpayers

t h i n (What does it mean? For example, corporations making $260,000 k

in profit will pay an extra $130 in taxes (1.3 percent of the



$10,000 above $250,000). A corporation declaring no profits will
pay a minimum tax of about one tenth of one percent of Oregon
sales. For individuals, couple making $260,000 in taxable income
will pay an extra $180 (1.8 percent of the taxable income above
$250,000).

These reforms protect nearly $1 billion in vital services like
education, health care, and public safety. These funds preserve

school class sizes, save jobs for teachers, provide seniors with
in-home care, and provide health care for thousands of

Oregonians through the Oregon Health Plam this time of
economic crisis, we must protect those who have been hit the
hardest--seniors, children and the unemployed--without putting
more of a burden on the middle class.

For more information about specific changes in the corporate tax
structure and to sign
Oregon web site: http://www.defendoregon.org/.

November DemoForum Features Salem Mayoral

Candidate
by Andy Bromeland

Salem Mayoral Candidate Chuck Bennett will tell
us how he sees thecityof Sal em’ s
future in the November 18, DemoForum. He now
represents Ward 1.

For 42 years, Bennett has been on the scene in

t befend “ V 0 bffice inY2008. Befote dedognidg’ Secretaryi of |

pres

DemoForum meets at noon on the third Wednesday of each
mont h at Kwan’'s Cui sine,
buffet luncheon includes the entrée, tea, and gratuity for $11 per
person. Reservations are required. Make reservations by emailing
mariondemoforum@yahoo.com or telephoning the Marion Dems
message line at 503-363-8 3 9 2 . On request,
special meals to our guests with special dietary needs.

December DemoForum

In December, DemoForum will meet at noon
on the second Wednesday, December 9
instead of the third Wednesday. We will
welcome Kate Brown, the current Oregon
Secretary of State. She was elected to that

State, Brown served in the Oregon State
Senate representing Oregon's 21st senate
district, which includes portions of Northeast and Southeast
Portland and Milwaukie. Brown was elected Majority Leader in
2004 and served in that office until 2009.She was the first woman
to hold that post. As Oregon does not have a lieutenant
governor, Brown is first in line to succeed to the office of
goyegnor if theggovernor should become unable to perform the
duties of the office.

November Meeting In New Format
by Andy Bromeland
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Sal em. He was educated at Wi amette University in the 196
and worked as a City Hal dasa e p o Fhenew meetipg formatetried im Octgbergworkedysg weld thag ity e
state representative for east MibheregestedigihgNevenyber i6q—and lgter—meetiggp The

the 1990's and early 2000’ s He firsghalfhous tom §:30|PM 9 7:00 RM iggthe few girae torchatn g

voluntary boards and commissions that dealt with city finances,
land use planning, and other community activities. As a member
of the Salem City Council he is a positive supporter of police and
fire services, improved streets, public parks, economic
development and sustainable growth. He even had a stint on the
board of Pentacle Theatre.

Bennett has been a leading profession a |
publ i c education system
Oregon’s economic future.

Along with his other public services, Bennett is a strong
environmental advocate, He was a founding member of “The
Friends of Opal Creek” and was instrumental in the creation of
the Opal Creek Wilderness and Recreation areas, as well as
having a hand in protecting the upper reaches of the Little North
Fork and Battle Axe Creek as state Scenic Waterways.
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with other Marion Dems and guests and enjoy refreshments.
Then, the business meeting will take place from 7:00 PM to 7:30
and the program for the evening will be presented from 7:30 to
8:30. Putting the program last will give members and guests
unhurried time to talk to the speaker of the evening.

At the November meeting, our guests will be
0Ieaders of local Hispanic political groups with
o w ona nw&a ewill d(i)scussS é/v?yse rtrrlm,a\tslocal
Bemocrats and t}t“le Hispanic community can
work together to elect Democrats and promote
issues of interest to the Hispanic community. Attorney General
John Kroger will also attend and talk about progress made since
he assumed office in January. We hope Kroger and the Hispanic
leaders will come for the social time.

The business portion of the meeting will include the election for
Chair of the Marion County Democrats to fill the vacancy created
bylohn Maluski’'s recent resig
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December Fun

In lieu of the December meeting (Monday, December 21), we
plan a holiday open house at Marion Dems office from 6 PM to
7:30 PM. We’'ll serve holiday

Progressive Film Series
by Cindy Kimball

Salem Progressive Film Series presents Health, Money and Fear
Thursday, November 12th-7 PM at the Grand Theater-191 High
Street NE, Salem (corner of Court and High Streets).

America spends more than twice as much money on health care
per person as other countries, yet gets much less actual health
care in return. Nearly 50 million of our fellow citizens are without
health care. Health insurance premiums are rising at 10-20% per
year. American families are losing their homes and life savings
everyday because they can’'t
or mother. In response, the Health Care Insurance Industry is
spending $1.6 million a day to manipulate public policy and
public opinion to ensure they continue to profit. And yet, despite
the support of the majority of Americans, Congress refuses to
even consider the only real solution: a single-payer system.

The documentary 6 1 S| f G KX
tool that is being used by health reform advocates around the
county who want a health care system that delivers the most
health we can get for the unbelievable amount of precious
resources we are spending on it.

Guest Speakers include: Dr. Paul Hochfeld, Emergency Room
Physician, Good Samaritan Hospital, Corvallis and Dr. Michael
Huntington, Radiation Oncologist from Samaritan Regional
Cancer Center, Corvallis

Frustrated wi t h t he heal th
Washington, Dr . Hochfeld
Tour, (www.madashelldoctor.com) which took a road trip across
America to lobby Congress and meet with President Obama. He
is the producer and director of the documentary Health, Money,
and Fear. Dr. Michael Huntington, Radiation Oncologist from
Samaritan Regional Cancer Center, Corvallis. He also went on the
Mad As Hell Doctors Tour across America.

For more information: visit www.salemprogressivefilms.net or

call 503-588-8713 or 503-779-5288

AEfforts and courage are not enough without purpose
and direction.o - John F. Kennedy

Homeless Stability Program
by Ben Allen

The Homeless Stability Program (HSP) is a project of the GLBT

f oHOonthnitarianCommigtde.rOardalm oNmprdve the lives of our

homeless community with hopes that it will, in turn, continue the
program and reduce homelessness in Oregon.

This program would undergo several phases before it would be
completely operational. We would like the HSP to reach
statewide participation by October 1st 2012. Each phase is listed
in our Action Plan. Call Ben Allen for more information about our
plan.

Our first endeavor will be to give sleeping bags to as many
homeless members in our community as we can. We would like
each event to be more than handing out sleeping bags. We want
to host a “feed” of

We want to host monthly events, and at each event we would
focus on one life improvement item, for example; the sleeping
bags, tooth brushes, shampoos, socks, rain jackets, and sweat
shirts. At each event we would give out one item to each person
and have a dinner for the participants.

a 2 yiSad Bducdtighi® C S AfNgE2012 or when we have reached statewide participation we

would like to do one of two things: become a 501c3 or have the
HSP become a state funded program.

For more information about us and the action plan please
contact: Ben at: 503-930-1638 or benjamina921@gmail.com

Help Change Marion County
by Aileen Kaye

Have A Voice Everyone (H.A.V.Es)requesting your help in

c agathering signaputes to getsthe propasesh Marign Coenty Homeo f
o r g a n Rule &harten Imtigtive“ ov thel Mapy, 2010Hpellpt] HAMD ¢ 73%0 r

there, but really needs your help to reach the goal of 7000
signatures. We would like to finish by Thanksgiving.

The Charter would greatly improve the way we elect our county
commissioners. Five districts would be created. Thus, candidates
could run in a small area instead of needing all the money it takes
to run county wide. Two new positions would be created.
Candidates would run as nonpartisans instead of partisans as
they do now.

This would create an exciting change, which is overdue in this,
county. Marion County is the only county left of this size that still
has only 3 commissioners. This means that only 2 commissioners
can make all the decisions.
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http://www.salemprogressivefilms.net/

If you have any time to lend a hand, please volunteer. H.AV.E. has
places and events where you can collect signatures. They also
have canvassing opportunities. You can also canvass the area in
which you live. Please contact Aileen Kaye at 503-743-4567 and
she will get you all the information.

2EAE
Personhood
by Staff
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The strangle hold corporations have on American Government
arises from the obscene amounts of money corporations can use
to buy politicians.

How did that start? Before 1886 corporations were mere
businesses that were regulated by government: they could be
dissolved if they did not conform to regulations, cheated their
customers, etc. If they tried to influence legislation by
contribution money to legislators, it was considered bribery, a
crime.

In 1886 corporations were declared persons through a deliberate
mi sinterpretation of a
had all the rights of natural persons— that is citizens of the
United States—under the Constitution. Further, since they are
legal persons not natural persons, the Supreme Court found that
they had the right to free
their money is their vehicle of free speech. And, they can now
give campaign contributions—bribery—with impunity to get or
oppose legislation as they want. And now they have more rights
than individual citizens.

Rich’ s
state legislators to pass a State constitutional amendment that
declares that in the State of Oregon corporations are not
recognized as persons or have the rights of persons under State
laws.

To learn the history of how corporations took over of America,
read Tom Ha r UnegaiPratecon.b o0 o k ,

Oregon Under the Ax, The Battle for Oregon's Fiscal

Future
by Wayne Baum

On November 22, the Oregon College Democrats will sponsor,
with the assistance of the Congressional District Committees of
CD4 and CD5 of the Democratic Party of Oregon, a one day
conference and training session on Measures 66 & 67 — the
revenue measures passed by the 2009 state legislature and now
referred to the voters for approval in a special election this
January.
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The event will be held at Oregon State University's Memorial
Union Ballroom in Corvallis from 10 AM until 4:30. It includes a
catered lunch with keynote speaker, Representative Sara Gelser.
The morning sessions will address messaging, organizing, and
myth busting. Representative Jefferson Smith, a founder of the
BUS Project, and speakers from Yes For Oregofthe campaign to
pabs IVER§Ur@ B4 & 67) vlll cdddidt DedeOuvArkshops. The
afternoon will include two panel discussions. The first features
state legislators Sen. Chris Edwards, Rep. Brian Clem, Rep. Mary
Nolan, and Rep Phil Barnhart. The second panel will include
Superintendent of Public Instruction Susan Castillo, Labor
Commissioner Brad Avakian, Jim Scherzinger — DHS Finance
Director, and Brian Fox, Oregon State Board of Higher Education.

Following the two panel discussions there will be a reception
where audience and guest speakers can meet and talk informally.

Pre-registration by November 15th is necessary if you wish to join
for the lunchtime meal. To register, go to www.orcollegedems.org

and follow the links.

Organizations or candidates wishing to have a table at the event

sHowducentact Almandd Halama at demdécsts @oegenststecedus

or call 541 WIN DEMS (541 946-3367).

Don Beale, Activist, August 6, 1929 -October 2, 2009
t hey

don’t have

Long time Marion County Democratic activist Don Beale of rural
Silverton passed away on October 2 at the age of 80. Don was a
Democratic precinct committee person for many decades and
served in many capacities, including Democratic Party of Oregon
(DPO) Platform Committee, County Vice Chair, delegate to the
state central committee, and delegate to the Fifth Congressional
District.

For many years, Don played an active role in the State Fair Booth
Committee. In fact, he designed and built special flooring,
electrical lighting, disabled access, and other features that were
incorporated in the booth.

Many | ocal Democrats
Sunday, October 18. To see
http://www.legacy.com/obituaries/statesmanjournal/obituary.as
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OPINION EDITORIALS

NOTEThe opinions expressed in the following editorials are those of
the author and are nonecessariljthose of the Marion County
Democrats

For the GOP, Instincts Top Experience

by Roger Pike
“You don’'t have to understand
what time i t i s.” Oregon

old phrase in mind when they consider who the Republicans will
run for governor.

You see, not long ago, | was talking with a number of my
Democratic friends in a local watering hole when the subject of
Sarah Palin came up. The consensus of the group was that she
could now be dismissed as irrelevant. | think the
so sure has broad implications both on national politics and here
in Oregon.

I know: Pal in
foreign policy, or have much of a grasp on the mechanics of
Congress. She clearly lacks any real insight into health care,
economics or energy policy.
least to Democrats, she seems smug and sanctimonious. And,

e

with the best resume, or the smartest, or the most experienced.
It 11 be on t he candi
communicating, in every way, thattheys har e t hei
values. Because, | think, the GOP nominee will be one who can
convince the party to trust his, or her, instincts.

Shall We Give Up Adequate Schools, Law
Enforcement, and Elderly Services For Some Anti-Tax

Untruths?
by Wayne Baum
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Mahonia Hall. But it wasn't until the 2008 election that the
Democrats gained the super-majority necessary to pass revenue
bills — just in time for the worst economic meltdown in the
nation's history since the Great Depression. As the 2009
legislature slashed away at the state budget, attempting to
balance it in the face of rapidly dwindling tax revenues and
glooraynforekastsrfor the nhext two years, it became painfully
obvious that more money would be needed to fill the gap — even
with Federal stimulus money pouring into the state.

dSohees nd d e sknn' ot w unmudeehills toree nisda modest state income tax increase on

individuals earning more than $125,000 (or couples earning more
than $250,000); and one that increases the minimum corporate

Stixe 518 sincedHe 1980's gweffe ppassed toChel@ Halente,the

she’s a quitter. Still, a

Why?

Wel | because as far as they'r
it is. Palin has positioned herself as a leader with the right
attitudes. She has convinced many fellow Republicans that she
can be trusted to know what t

believe in her. They trust her instincts.

Democrats ignore that way of looking at potential candidates at
their peril.

After all, Ronal d Reagan
limited political experience as the governor of California. He was
a good communicator but constantly lacked substance.
Democrats, at the time, were convinced that America would
never make a president out

But America did just that. Republicans trusted his instincts. He
seemed like a nice man. And he was elected.

In the race for Governor of Oregon it won't be |
have a clear idea of the primary contestants. When | analyze the
GOP field, my
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budget and begin to stabilize Oregon's revenue flow for the

Corporations would be significantly impacted by paying $150,
and the 12% of corporations with more than $500,000 in Oregon
sales will pay a minimum tax equal to approximately 1/10 of 1%
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drive to refer Measures 66 & 67 to the voters.
o do based on her “gut .’ The

It is now up to the citizens of Oregon to decide if fully funded
schools, basic human services, and public safety are important
enough to pay for them.

foreign policy
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November 2009

November-3- Tuesday- 7 PM-Legislative Meeting, Marion Dems Headquarters
November-5- Thursday-7 PM-Membership Meeting, Marion Dems Headquarters
November-12- Thursday- 7 PM-Progressive Film Series, Grand Theater

November-16- Monday-7 PM- Monthly Meeting, Marion Dems Headquarters
November-18-Wednesday-Noon-DemoForum, Kwan'’s Restaurant

November-22- Sunday- 10AM-G0regon Under the Ax§ OSU Memorial Union Ballroom

December 2009

December-1- Tuesday- 7 PM-Legislative Meeting, Marion Dems Headquarters

December-3- Thursday-7 PM-Membership Meeting, Marion Dems Headquarters
December-9-Wedneday-Noon-Demo F o r u m, Kwan’'s Restaurant
December-21- Monday-7 PM- Monthly Meeting, Marion Dems Headquarters

Marion County Democratic
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250 Liberty St SE, Salem
PO Box 13835, Salem 97309
Tel: 503-363-8392
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www.mariondemocrats.org
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Marion County Democratic
Central Committee Officers

Chair: John Maluski

Vice Chair: Rick Hartwig
Secretary: Claudia Kyle
Treasurer: Kasia Quillinan
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Membership: Tina Calos and Claudia Kyle
Rules: Trudy Margules
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