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New Leadership at the Marion County 

Democratic Central Committee 
Roger Pike 

 

The Marion County Democratic Central Committee 

will continue with its mission to elect Democrats and 

support Democratic values. That, according to Rick 

Hartwig, who was elected county chairman at the 

central committee meeting held November 16. Hartwig 

says he intends to continue the drive to find more, and 

more stable, funding for the county central committee 

and that he will work to increase the county party’s 

visibility in the community.   

 

Hartwig, formerly an educator, is a precinct 

committeeperson and has most recently served as the 

county central committee vice-chair prior to taking 

over the top job. Hartwig says he intends to make sure 

the Democratic Party in Marion County is a ―growing 

party, a vital party‖ and will reach out to young people 

and minorities. 

 

Hartwig was replaced as vice-chair at the same 

meeting by the election of Michael Miles. Miles has 

been very active in the party, and will continue in his 

role as operations director and paste-up editor of the 

county newsletter. 

 

At that same meeting two new precinct committee 

people were appointed:  Mark Knect and Kimberly 

Engstrom. The central committee also heard two guest 

speakers:  Farley Griner, Director of Operations for the 

State Democratic Party who spoke about the effort to 

pass measures 66 and 67, and Matt Keating with 

Democracy for America. 

 

Oregon Under the Ax Conference 
Wayne Baum 

 

 Approximately 100 Democratic activists from western 

Oregon turned out for the Oregon Under The Ax 

conference on Measures 66 & 67 November 22 at 

OSU. It was organized by the Oregon College 

Democrats with the assistance of the DPO committees 

of Congressional Districts 4 & 5. Attendees came from 

as far south as Roseville and as far north as Portland as 

well as several from the coastal region. There were 

panel discussions by elected and public officials, and 

trainings on talking points and strategies by 

representatives from Defend Oregon/Yes For Oregon, 

and Rep. Jefferson Smith, co- founder of the Bus 

Project. 

 

College Democrats President, Amanda Hamala, 

welcomed every one, then introduced Jefferson Smith 

to kickoff the event with thoughts on the campaign and 

how we can win in January. He said that it's all about 

voter turnout. The election will probably be decided by 

less than a 7 percent margin. The way to win is to 

improve voter turnout. The best way to do that? Ask 

people to vote! Face to face contact is best. The more 

personal the better. It is imperative that people talk to 

family, friends, and neighbors. The campaign, being 

around the holidays, elicited one humorous possibility: 

Weaseling for Oregon (as opposed to traditional 

caroling.) 

 

Throughout the day speakers emphasized that this 

campaign was about Oregon’s future and our shared 

values. It’s about tax fairness, preserving the social 

safety net when it is most needed, protecting the 

middle class, and preventing public education from 

sliding even further into decline. 

 

The tax measures that were referred to the ballot 

represent an effort by the 2009 legislature to close a 19 

percent revenue gap of $4 billion that appeared in the 

first 6 months of 2009. $2 billion in cuts were made 

and the remainder was made up with (one time) federal 

stimulus money and the revenue measures now before 

the voters. 

 

 Ninety three percent of the state budget goes to 

education, public safety, and human services. These 

areas have already been cut severely. Should the ballot 

measures fail in January, the cuts required to balance 



the budget will be catastrophic. As Representative Phil 

Barnhart said in a panel discussion:‖ There is no 

Department of Waste, Fraud, and Abuse‖ to look to for 

cost cutting savings. 

 

The Yes for Oregon campaign has been pursuing an 

education program to inform the public of the facts 

surrounding the tax measures. Right now, more than 

2/3 of the corporations doing business in Oregon pay 

just $10 a year in the corporate minimum income tax. 

The average Oregon family pays $3100 in state taxes 

each year. That's equal to the COMBINED taxes of 

over 300 corporations paying just $10 right now. The 

new tax measure will have little, if any effect on small 

businesses, and only a small impact on larger 

corporations. Businesses that are organized as 

partnerships, LLC's, SCorps, or LLP's will pay only 

$150 regardless of their profits. C corporations, the 

largest businesses in the state, will pay only one tenth 

of one percent of their gross sales in Oregon. A single 

M&M removed from 17 jumbo bags equals one tenth 

of one percent. Eighty-eight percent of companies 

doing business in Oregon will pay just $150 and 93 

percent of small business owners won't be affected at 

all by the change in personal income tax. Businesses 

that file as sole proprietors pay no business tax at all 

and will not be affected unless their adjusted (after 

business payroll, expenses etc.) personal income 

exceeds $250,000 for joint filers. Eighty percent of 

farmers are sole proprietors and over 98 percent of 

them will see no increase in their personal income tax 

liability. 

 

Jim Scherzinger, DHS Deputy Director of Finance, 

noted that most state funds are leveraged with federal 

contributions. Representative Sara Gelser in the 

keynote address pointed out that if Measures 66 & 67 

fail, Oregon will lose  $200,000,000 in matching 

federal funds. This would be devastating to school 

districts, law enforcement, and food programs around 

the state. She indicated that currently Oregon is second 

only to Mississippi in failing to meet basic food needs 

of its citizens.  

 

One in fifteen Oregonians are going hungry regularly. 

A small school district such as Corvallis would lose 

 over $3 million which would result in the loss of about 

55 teachers and 15-20 school days. It's estimated that 

the Salem-Keizer school district will have a $20 

million deficit if the measures fail.  

 

Lt. Gale Newman, Benton County Parole and 

Probations, focused on the loss of funds for essential 

drug treatment and diversion programs as well as the 

loss of probation staff and reduced supervision of 

parolees. Labor Commissioner, Brad Avakian, was 

concerned that he would lose the three new civil rights 

enforcement officers his department just received. 

Brian Fox, student representative on the OSU College 

Board pointed out that students have gone from paying 

27 percent of the cost of their education through fees 

to over 55 percent of the cost. If the trend continues, it 

begs the question of whether Oregon's colleges and 

universities are meeting their mission of providing, if 

not free, an affordable higher education for its citizens. 

 

 Meredith Wood Smith, chair of the Democratic Party 

of Oregon, suggested there is also a partisan issue to 

consider:  Should the measures fail, it will be 

Democratic legislators who will be forced to make the 

massive additional cuts while the Republican minority, 

who precipitated the crisis, will vote against the cuts 

and self-righteously tell the media and public how they 

would never vote against the needs of the public.  

 

Participants in the conference included: Rep. Jefferson 

Smith, Rep. Phil Barhart, Rep. Sara Gelser, Sen. Chris 

Edwards, Labor Commissioner Brad Avakian, 

Superintendent of Education Susan Castillo, Farley 

Griner and Stacy Schaffer from Yes for Oregon; Jim 

Scherzinger, DHS Deputy Director of Finance, Lt. 

Gale Newman, Benton County Parole and Probations, 

and Brian Fox, OSU. Democratic candidate for 

governor, Bill Bradbury made a surprise appearance 

and provided a few pointed comments including this 

observation:  ―We spent more on 12,000 inmates in 

Oregon last year than we spent on 80,000 students in 

the state.‖ 

 

To learn more about Measures 66 & 67 and how you 

can help ensure their passage January 26, go to: 

www.voteyesfororegon.org.  

http://www.voteyesfororegon.org/


 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Doing the Right Thing for Our Communities: Yes on Measures 66 and 67 
 

Like the rest of the country, the recession has hit Oregon hard. How we respond to it will be a test of who we are 

as Oregonians.  

 

In the past year, Oregon communities have seen record increases in the need for services like affordable housing, 

rent and cash assistance, emergency food boxes, unemployment benefits, health care, and job training. When 

times get tough, it becomes even more crucial that vital services are there for the people who need them.  

 

This January, there will be two measures on the ballot that protect these critical services. Measures 66 and 67 are 

necessary to fund our schools, health care, and public safety, which make up more than 90 percent of the state’s 

budget.  

 

Measures 66 and 67 keep the burden off of middle-class families by raising the $10 corporate minimum tax—for 

the first time since 1931—and only raising taxes on the richest 2.5% of Oregon households. If your family makes 

less than $250,000, you won’t see any increase in your taxes.  

 

When times get tough, Oregonians come together to do what’s right. This January, that means voting Yes on 

Measures 66 and 67 in order to protect critical services when we need them most.  

 

Please see the attached FAQ and Business and Personal Flow-Charts to learn more about how these measures will 

help protect small businesses and middle-class families. 

 

To find out even more about how Measures 66 & 67 protect Oregon’s future, visit www.VoteYesForOregon.org.  

To support these measures pledge to Vote Yes: www.VoteYesForOregon.org/getinvolved, and on January 26, vote 

YES for Oregon.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.voteyesfororegon.org/getinvolved
http://www.voteyesfororegon.org/
http://www.voteyesfororegon.org/getinvolved
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FAQs 

Frequently Asked Questions About Measures 66 & 
67 

 Why these measures? 
 

Measures 66 and 67 make our tax system fairer and protect critical 

services. Right now, more than twoπthirds of corporations doing 

business in Oregon pay just $10 a year in the corporate minimum 

income tax. The corporate minimum hasn’t changed since 1931. At the 

same time, the economic crisis is threatening Oregon’s ability to fund 

essential services like education, healthcare, and public safety, making 

life more difficult for Oregonians stateπwide.  
 

Over 90% of the budget goes to these essential services. We can no 

longer afford for twoπthirds of corporations to pay just $10 a year while 

Oregon’s working families struggle to make ends meet. 
 

What do Measures 66 and 67 do? 

The measures raise the $10 corporate minimum for the first time since 

1931, and increase the marginal tax rate on the richest Oregonians (those 

who make more than $250,000 a year). At the same time, by preventing 

cuts to essential services, these measures make sure that the burden of 

this crisis doesn’t fall to middle-class families, who are already struggling 

to make ends meet. For a more detailed representation of Measures 66 

and 67, please see the attached charts. 

How do Oregon corporate taxes compare to other states 

now, and how will they compare after the tax reform 

measures are adopted? 

Oregon will continue to have the lowest corporate taxes on the West 

Coast. Washington’s Business & Occupation tax, at 0.47%, is almost 5 

times higher than Oregon’s new corporate minimum tax, at 0.1% of 

Oregon sales, and has no upper limit on what corporations pay.  
Weõre on the Web! 

See us at: 

www.VoteYesForOregon.org 

Follow us on Twitter and 
Facebook too! 
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FAQs continuedé 

 
Furthermore, according to the Council on State Taxation, prior to the tax fairness measures, 

Oregon had the 3rd lowest corporate income taxes in the nation. Under the new plan, 

according to the Legislative Revenue Office, Oregon will have the 5th lowest corporate 

taxes – still close to the lowest in the nation, and lower than any other West Coast state. 

 

How will Measures 66 and 67 affect small businesses? 

Measures 66 and 67 are designed to protect small businesses. Measure 67 keeps taxes low 

for smaller businesses: 

 Partnerships, LLCs, LLPs, and S-corps – the corporate forms of most small 

businesses – will only pay a flat $150 corporate minimum, regardless of income or 

profit. 

 Sole proprietorships will continue to pay $0 in Oregon business taxes. 

 For C corporations, the corporate minimum income tax will be about one-tenth of one 

percent of total sales inside Oregon. Small businesses with sales less than $500,000 

will also pay just $150. It is important to note that C corporations will pay either the 

new minimum or the profits tax, never both. 

 

For C corporations, the 1.3% increase in the profits tax applies only to profits above 

$250,000. In 2013 the tax decreases; only a 1% increase will remain, and will only be 

applied to profits above $10 million.  

Measure 66 only applies to personal income; for a business owner, that means his/her share 

of the profits, after paying all business expenses, including wages. Not many small business 

owners make over $250,000. In fact, 93% of small business owners will not be affected by 

Measure 66. 

The members of Oregon Small Businesses for Responsible Leadership helped draft and have 

endorsed Measure 67. They believe this measure is fair to small businesses and they know 

that Oregonians depend on education, health care and public safety.  

 

How will the measures help Oregonôs unemployed? 

Measures 66 and 67 provide tax relief for those who have lost their jobs, while preserving and creating jobs 

in Oregon. Under the new law, the first $2,400 in benefits for the unemployed will be exempt from 

state taxation in 2009, providing tax relief for over 270,000 Oregonians who have been affected by the 

recession. Moreover, Measures 66 and 67 keep hundreds of millions of dollars circulating in Oregon’s 

economy, at local businesses, increasing demand and protecting jobs when we need them most.  
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Social Potlucks 
Tina Calos 

 

Are you shy? Are you out-going? Would you like to 

know more of your fellow Dems when you come to a 

meeting? Is it more fun to relax with people with 

whom you have more than a ―nodding acquaintance‖?  

 

When it comes to crunch time, isn’t it easier to work 

with people you know?  

 

The latest great idea from the Membership Committee 

is organizing potlucks to help good Democrats get to 

know each other. You can broaden and deepen your 

political network, as well as have a good time with 

people that share your values.  

 

Here is how it works. Sign up to be a guest or a host 

for a monthly potluck. (We need guests as much as we 

need hosts; so don’t count yourself out if you can’t 

host). The organizers will group people, and try to 

match you with people you may not know very well, 

So you can get acquainted with more Dems, whereby 

you enlarge your circle of Dem friends. The hosts will 

contact the people in their group to organize the 

potluck at their home.  

 

 Each potluck group will be made up of between six 

and ten people—enough people to make conversation 

interesting, but not so many that it would be difficult to 

talk to every one there. The size of each group will 

depend on how many the host can accommodate 

comfortably.  

 

To participate, sign up at a Democratic meeting or 

event or call Tina at 587-8609.      
 

Serious Fun at Holiday Open House 
Andy Bromeland 

 

Instead of a regular meeting on Monday, December 21 

we will have a Holiday Open House at the 

headquarters 250 Liberty Street SE, Salem, from 5:30 

PM to 7:00 PM. There will be no business meeting in 

December.  

Details of this event are incomplete at this date. 

However, we hope to have light holiday snacks and 

refreshments and plenty of holiday cheer along with a 

few Democratic notables to help us celebrate our 

progress on the ―Keep Headquarters Open‖ fund drive 

and our volunteers’ efforts to pass Measures 66 and 67. 

We encourage you to bring a can of food for our 

ongoing food drive. Enjoy your holiday break! 
 
Democratic Headquarters Fund 
Andy Bromeland 

 

Marion Democrats first opened its headquarters at 250 

Liberty Street SE in May 2008.  The headquarters was 

a lively place during the 2008 general election.  

Forward Oregon, the coordinated Democratic 

campaign, operated from our headquarters 

coordinating campaign efforts for Jeff Merkley, Kurt 

Schrader, and the entire Democratic ticket.  The 

headquarters was also the home of several local 

campaigns including the legislative races for Richard 

Riggs, Brian Clem, and Betty Komp.  The Obama for 

President campaign operated in an office located two 

doors down the street. Tens of thousands of telephone 

calls were made from the headquarters and thousands 

of buttons, bumper strips, and lawn signs were 

distributed for Obama, Merkley, and Schrader. 

 

Since the election in November 2008, Marion 

Democrats have continued to rent portions of the 

headquarters on a month-to-month basis. With the help 

of volunteers, the office has remained open to the 

public several days each week.  In addition, a 

telephone, computers, and party files are kept at the 

office.  Many meetings are held in the office each 

month. 

 

The owner of the office building generously allowed to 

us stay in the office on a month-to-month basis. We 

have established a fund to raise money to keep the 

Marion Democratic Party Headquarters open in the 

coming election season.  
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The owner now wants to negotiate a formal lease, 

which would require additional party funds. Please 

help us keep the office open by making a monthly 

pledge. The fund suggests giving levels of $5, $10, 

$15, $25, $50, and $100. However, gifts of any amount 

are welcomed.   

 

You can pay 1) by monthly automatic deductions from 

your checking account, 2) by writing us a check each 

month, or 3) by authorizing monthly deductions from 

your credit or debit card on Act Blue. You can also 

make one time contributions by cash, check, or card 

(debit or credit). 

 

Gifts by Check 

Download and print the form at 

marion.oregondemocrats.org/node/562 and return this 

form with your check to the address indicated on the 

form. 

 

Gifts by Debit or Credit Card  

If you'd like to make a debit or credit card payment 

online, go to actblue.com/entity/fundraisers/23374 and 

click the contribute button. 

 

If you'd like to make a debit or credit card payment at 

Marion Democratic Headquarters, call 503-363-8392 

or 503-399-9612 for instructions. 

 

Annual Auction Meeting 
Claudia Baum 

 

There will be an 

organizational meeting for 

the Annual Auction 

December 8
th
, Tuesday, 

starting at 7 PM at the 

MCDCC office. 

 

Everyone is welcome to 

attend and help us plan 

this important event. 

We’re in the midst of 

negotiating a new lease for our space, but without a 

successful auction we won’t be able to afford the 

space. Please consider helping in some small way. 

 

Latke Time  
Claudia Baum 

 

It’s that time of year 

again…the latkes 

feast. If you don’t 

know what a latke is 

then you’ve never 

been to Wayne and 

Claudia Baumôs in 

December. All are 

invited to drop by on 

Saturday, December 12
th

 starting at 5:30. Please 

bring a salad, appetizer or dessert to share. The address 

is 3435 Fir Tree Dr SE. and please RSVP at 364-9741 

(that’s so we know how many latkes to make!). 

 

Future DemoForums 
Andy Bromeland 

 

In December, DemoForum will meet at noon on the 

second Wednesday, December 9, On that date, we will 

welcome Kate Brown. Brown is the current Oregon 

Secretary of State and was elected to that office in the 

2008 elections. 

 

Before becoming Secretary of State, Brown served in 

the Oregon State Senate representing Oregon's 21st 

senate district, which includes portions of Northeast 

and Southeast Portland and Milwaukie. During that 

time, Brown was elected Majority Leader from 2004 to 

2009, and was the first woman to hold that post. As 

Oregon does not have a lieutenant governor, Brown is 

first in line to succeed to the office of governor if the 

governor should become unable to perform the duties 

of the office. 

 

From January to May 2010, DemoForum will shift to a 

more frequent meeting schedule to accommodate the 

upcoming primary election cycle.  Tentative plans call 

for DemoForum to meet on the second and fourth 

Wednesdays of the month, through the primary 

election on Tuesday, May 18, 2010. 

 

We have not confirmed our speakers for January. 

However, in the early part of the year, we hope to have  

SAVE THE DATE 

March 17 

2010 
MCDCC Annual 

Auction 

More details to 

come January 

2010 
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appearances by Congressman Kurt Schrader and 

someone in the Oregon legislative leadership – 

schedules permitting.  We are also starting the process 

of extending invitations to announced candidates for 

the primary elections and hope to have appearances by 

all major candidates by primary election day. 

 

The December DemoForum will meet at noon on the 

second Wednesday at Kwan’s Cuisine, 835 

Commercial Street SE, Salem. The cost, $11 per 

person, includes a buffet luncheon, tea, and gratuity. 

Reservations are required. Make reservations by 

emailing mariondemoforum@yahoo.com or 

telephoning the Marion Democrats’ message line at 

503-363-8392. On request, Kwan’s will provide 

separate meals to our guests with special dietary needs.  

 

DemoForum Patrons 
Andy Bromeland 

 

At our DemoForum on November 18, I announced that 

we had reached two thirds of the way to our goal, 

$1,100, in our drive to raise $1,625 for DemoForum in 

2009. 

 

With your help, we can raise the final $525 needed to 

meet our goal for the DemoForum Patrons fund. 

  

The DemoForum Patrons fund has suggested giving 

levels of $15, $25, $50, and $100.  However, gifts of 

any amount are welcomed.  

  

The $1,625 is earmarked for the following: 

$750 operating costs (luncheons & CCTV broadcasts), 

$300 Internet broadcasts (YouTube),  

$575 sound and video equipment.  

 

Help us complete our drive by year-end. 

 

Gifts by Check 

Download and Print this form: 

marion.oregondemocrats.org/node/550#attachments 

and return it with your check to the address indicated 

on the form. 

 

 

Gifts by Debit or Credit Card  

If you'd like to make a debit or credit card payment 

online, go to actblue.com/page/demoforumpatrons and 

click the contribute button. 

 

If you'd like to make a debit or credit card payment at 

Marion Democratic Headquarters, call 503-363-8392 or 

503-399-9612 for instructions. 
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NOTE: The opinions expressed in the following editorials are those of 

the author and are not necessarily those of the Marion County 
Democrats 

 

Your Money or Your Time: You Decide! 
By Rick Hartwig, Chair  

 

Greetings from your newly elected chair. I am excited 

yet humbled by this opportunity to serve the 

Democratic Party of Marion County. A huge thanks to 

John Maluski for his service. Congratulations to 

Michael Miles on his election to Vice-Chair. Michael 

will continue his duties as Operations Director.   

 

We have made great strides in the last couple years due 

to the energy and dedication of many individuals. We 

now have a headquarters! Our viability and visibility 

has grown in our community and county.  

 

Our headquarters is being used by many progressive 

groups and candidates and having a headquarters 

makes our job of electing our candidates and 

promoting our issues so much easier! 

 

When you actively join our efforts to reach our goals, 

we could make much better time to reach them. 

However we need a stable place to continue our work.  

 

We are in negotiations for a new lease on our 

headquarters. The only given we have is that our rent 

will increase. We have begun a drive to stabilize our 

finances to insure we keep our headquarters. So we 

need you to support it! If everyone gave a little…you 

know the rest. 

 

Volunteer! We great have great people doing incredible 

things. YOU can be one of them. To achieve what we 

need to realize we need more active people on our 

committees; we need more PCPs (Precinct Committee 

People) and more active PCPs.   

 

―Think globally, Act locally‖. It may be an old cliché, 

but it is so true. We have the ability to make a real 

difference in the lives of Marion County residents. 

Join me and the dedicated and talented people to 

make a difference.  

 

So, how will you share in reaching the Marion Dems 

goals? Your money or your time: You decide…and of 

course, you can do both! 
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December 2009 
December-8-Tuesday- 7 PM- Auction Committee, Marion Dems HQ 

December-9-Wedneday-Noon-DemoForum, Kwan’s Restaurant 

December-10-Thursday-Noon-Executive Committee, Marion Dems  HQ 

December-12-Saturday- 5:30 PM-Latke Part, Wayne and Claudia Baum’s House 

December-14-Monday-7 PM- Communications Committee, Marion Dems HQ 

December-21- Monday-7 PM- Monthly Meeting, Marion Dems HQ 

 
January 2010 
Janurary-5-Tuesday- 7 PM- Legislative Committee, Marion Dems HQ 

January-7-Thursday-7 PM-Membership committee, Marion Dems HQ 

January-11-Monday-7 PM-Communications Committee, Marion Dems HQ 

January-18-Monday- 7 PM-Monthly Meeting, Marion Dems HQ 

January-20-Wednesday-Noon- DemoForum, Kwan’s Restaurant 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Marion County Democratic  

Headquarters 

 

250 Liberty St SE, Salem  
PO Box 13835, Salem 97309  

Tel: 503-363-8392 

 Operations Director: Michael Miles 
 

 

Email: MCDCC1@gmail.com  
Web: www.mariondemocrats.org 

Webmaster: Michael Miles 
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